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The one question you’ll never be asked….

“Write down everything you know 
about this topic.”

Exam questions ask you to answer a 
question or solve a problem.

Quality not quantity!
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It depends



The structure of your introduction…



Your introduction could include…

• What is the question about?

• Why is the question important?

• How are you going to answer it?



The introduction may…

• begin with a general statement about why the topic is important in 

your area of study

• set out the main idea of the essay

• sum up in one or two statements your overall answer to the question

• specify the scope of your essay

• outline the structure of your essay

• define important terms

• explain the methodology to be used and why it’s being used

• include a quote to grab the reader’s attention

(Adapted from: “Introductions and Conclusions”, Learning and Teaching Unit, UniSA

and the Royal Literary Fund.)



Useful language for introductions…

Academic Phrasebank from Manchester University: 

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/introductions.htm






